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system of open education. It’s a 
good time to reflect on the pro-

fession of teaching and to ex-
plore the benefits to society that 

teachers bring us. 

Teaching can be an extremely 
rewarding career, and it can 
filled with challenges. The field 

of education continues to be a 
popular career choice for re-
turning adult students who want 

to make a real difference.  

This column lists a few instruc-
tional areas where teachers are 
needed and also provides col-

lege education funding ideas. 
 
Areas where teachers continue 
to be in high demand in Oregon 

public schools are special edu-
cation, English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL), techni-

cal and industrial training and 

Focus on Education: 
Options for rewarding 

teaching careers 

The phrase “social capital” has 
become popular to describe how 
community members who regu-

larly volunteer their time rather 
than simply donate money to 
local organizations can build a 

lasting social system of  
support—for those whom we 
serve and for those who labor 

beside us. In the teaching pro-
fession and other sectors of 
public service, the effects of 
“social capital”  inspire  and 

empower people everyday. 
  
This month, the 88th annual 
American Education Week will 

take place. Beginning November 
15, communities and public 
schools will celebrate America’s 
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Oregon‟s Adult Learner College Line: web l inks  

Featured links to career 
exploration and tips  on ob-

taining funding for education.  

Financial Aid web sites  

For students at the beginning 
of the college financial aid 
process, file the (FAFSA)  
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid online.  

Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov 

 

You will need your 2008 

federal income tax infor-

mation.  

To sign the form elec-

tronically, you will use 

your four digit Personal 

Information Number (PIN) 

accessed at:  

www.pin.ed.gov. 

 

nursing training. Others will 

open up as experienced teach-
ers retire over the next few 

decades. 

In general, for teaching at the 
elementary school level, a 
bachelor’s degree is required. 
For the middle school, high 

school and community college 
levels, a master’s degree is 
required, and for university 

professors, a doctorate (PhD) 

in education is needed. Gradu-
ate teachers who go on to ob-
tain master’ s degrees in a 

particular subject, such as 
science or math, will be re-
warded with “highly qualified” 

status under federal No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB) guidelines, 

with corresponding salaries. 

(story continued on page 5) 

Questions about how  

college financial aid 

works?  

http://studentaid.ed.gov 
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Quote: 

òénearly half of all col-

lege students attend 

community colleges, 

institutions that help 

keep alive the American 

promise of economic 

opportunityó  

 

Randy Cohen 
Emmy-winning writer, 
from  
Should You Give to Har-
vard? 
  
New York Times  
Sunday Magazine  
Sunday, October 1, 2009 
column, The Ethicist 
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situation where a student attends 
two schools simultaneously, Ad-

vantages of the arrangement for 
the student may be: lower tuition 
costs, lower travel or housing 
costs, one center for financial aid 

and academic counseling and an 
ability to participate in both 

school’s activities.  

Accelerated programs put stu-
dents on the fast track to gradua-
tion. Examples of these are secon-

dary school programs such as 
Advanced Placement (AP), Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) or Col-

lege First programs that allow high 
school students to access college 
courses at their home school, 
saving time and money when they 

arrive at college. AP and IB 
courses are accepted at universi-
ties on an individual basis, so the 
student should investigate the 

target school’s policy early. Some 
universities, such as  Southern 
Oregon University offer Acceler-

ated Baccalaureate Degrees, 
where advanced high school  
students can finish a college de-
gree in three years. 

Many Oregon community colleges 
have formed partnerships with 

public and private universities to 
deliver academic content for sub-

stantial tuition savings.  

Several options are available : 
degree partnerships, co-
admission, dual-enrollment and 

accelerated programs.  

Degree partnerships are crafted 

to make transferring credits from 
a specific community college pro-
gram to its complementary univer-

sity program a seamless process.  

Students in partnership programs 
are assured that the undergradu-
ate work at their community col-

lege is specifically designed to flow 
with studies at the four year 
school. With degree partnerships, 

a student’s class scheduling may 
need to be precise, as sequential 
courses may be offered on a lim-

ited basis at both schools. 

While each university may have its 
own specific meaning and rules, 

generally dual enrollment and co-
admission are terms that denote a 

Once on campus, a student may find 
that community colleges and univer-

sities offer longer class sessions 
over a shorter period in the term or 
summer classes that give students a 

jump start on the academic year. 

Another way to earn college credit 
more quickly is through challenging a 

course (also called credit for profi-
ciency), where the student pays for 
the course and attempts the course-
work for credit. Not all schools offer 

this option.  

Finally, the College-Level Examination 

Program (CLEP), is administered by 
the College Board, the company that 
administers SAT and other college 
entrance tests. CLEP tests are ad-

ministered in various academic sub-
jects. Practice tests and study 
guides are often available at public 
libraries. Community colleges accept 

the CLEP tests as credit in most 
subjects, usually after a student has 

some credits by attending classes.  

Whatever your education goals, 
there may be a partnership or accel-
erated program to fit your schedule 

and budget. Don‟t be afraid to ask. 

Events in Oregon that can help you 

learn about college. Also note time-

lines for scholarships  

 

 

2: Begin online application for 

OSAC (Oregon Student Assis-

tance Commission) scholar-

ships at 

www.getcollgefunds.org 

23: College Night in Oregon, 

statewide. 6:30-9pm. Info at 

www.collegenightinor.org 

 

31: File the 2010-2011 FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) for the academic 

year beginning in fall, 2010 at 

12:01am, January 1, 2010! 

 

1: Submit 

OSAC Scholarship application 

now through March 1, 2010 

30: College Goal Oregon—

Statewide 

www.collegegoaloregon.org 

Oregon‟s Adult Learner College Line 

          Calendar: Education P lanning  

In January-many applications for 

general college, special program 

and graduate school admission 

applications are due. Check with 
schools for deadlines to ensure 

your application will received on 

time.  

 

 

In February-many scholarship 

applications for specific pro-

grams and departments at uni-

versity and colleges are due. 
Check with schools for deadlines 

to ensure your application will 

received on time.  

  Going the Distance:  Creative Partnerships for Degrees  

November 

December  

January  2010 

February  2010 
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Training for Careers of the Future  

Careers: Recommended Print Resources  

What Color is Your Parachute 2010 : A Prac-

tical Manual for Job-Hunters and Career-

Changers by Richard Nelson Bolles. The de-

finitive handbook on career choices, change, 

fulfillment and opportunity. Also available in 

a workbook and spoken word cd.  

ISBN 9781580089876  

 

New Beginnings: A Reference Guide for Adult 

Learners by Linda Simon. A small book with 

a big impact; it answers many questions for 

adult college students. ISBN 9780137152308  

 

Never Too Old to Teach by Neil M. Goldman. 

An IT professional returns to college and 

then documents his first year of teaching 

high school students with learning chal-

lenges. Insightful, funny and inspiring.  

ISBN 9781578869756 

 

 Concordia University 

 Corban College 

 George Fox University 

 Lewis and Clark College  

 Linfield College 

 Marylhurst University 

 Mount Angel Seminary 

 Multnomah University 

 National College of Natural Medicine 

 Northwest Christian University  

 Oregon College of Art & Craft  

 Oregon College of Oriental Medicine 

 Pacific Northwest College of Art 

 Pacific University  

 Reed College 

 University of Portland  

        Warner Pacific College 

        Western Seminary 

        Western States Chiropractic College  

        Willamette University  

Apprenticeship means learning a trade or occupation 

by combining onȤtheȤjob training and classroom in-

struction through assigned agreement between trainer 

and trainee.  
 

Apprentices work as fullȤtime employees and receive 

wages and appropriate benefits. Their training is 

guided by skilled journey workers and involves a 

structured approach to preparing for a career.  
 

Oregon community colleges have apprenticeship 

partnerships with the state of Oregon and on-site staff 

to assist prospective students with training.  
 

For more information, contact the apprenticeship 

office nearest you: 

 

Bend 541Ȥ322Ȥ2435    Eugene 541Ȥ686Ȥ7654 

Pendleton 541Ȥ276Ȥ7884   Salem 503Ȥ378Ȥ3287 
 

An online apprenticeship guide with training stan-

dards and State of Oregon trade apprentice openings 

can be found here: http://www.oregon.gov/BOLI/

ATD/A_StatewideOpportunities.shtml 

Oregon‟s independent colleges and universities offer a fantastic variety of programs. 

For more details on Oregon Independent Colleges Association (OICA) institutions,  

please visit www.oicanet.org 

(School names below are web links) 

The Helmets to Hardhats  
program eases the transition 
for veterans looking to work in 
the building and industrial 
trades. 
 

helmets to hardhats.org 
National contact phone #  

866-741-6210 

 
Mel Lowney  
Office: 530-644-1389  
Mobile: 925-784-7291  
Melvyn@helmetstohardhats.org  
Territory: Northern CA, OR, ID, 
MT, ND, SD, WY  
 

If you are interested in a  
career with the United  
Brotherhood of Carpenters  
and Joiners of America,  
please contact:  
 

Dudley Light  
Carpenters Consultant  
phone 972-515-8537  
jdlight@carpenters.org  
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Embarking on a journey such going to 

college, especially later in life, can seem 

like a daunting task. We can all succeed,  if 

we agree to work together.  

by Debbie Porter  

Prediction: Lifelong learning will 

move Oregon into the light 

Community colleges have always been at 

the leading edge of adult education and 

making learning possible for millions of 

people. And although universities made it 

feasible for adults to work their day job 
and achieve a degree via „night school, „ 

obtaining education this way was often a 

painstaking slow haul because of the time 

constraints of college and work. A bache-

lor‟s degree was within reach at this pace, 

but to many people, the pace was grueling.  

tics showed that workers with a college 

education collected unemployment insur-

ance benefits at substantially lower rates 

than those with high school diplomas. 

In the coming decade, Oregon‟s competi-

tiveness will be put to the test as we 
strive to return to prosperity. While 

experienced workers retire in record 

numbers, recruits with master‟s and 

advanced degrees will take the helms in 

government and the private sector. We 

can choose to encourage our children 

and our neighbors to keep learning, be-

cause now anyone who is unable to take 
part in post-secondary education may be 

left behind.  

From now on, all Oregonians will need to 
embrace a vibrant model for the future. A 

dedicated commitment to lifelong learn-

ing can compound our success and gen-
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As national shifts in the economy came 

and went, and the „global economy‟ stayed, 

despite Oregon‟s varied resources and 

trade opportunities, adults with only high 
school diplomas really started feeling the 

effects. Younger workers with college 

degrees got hired and promoted at a rapid 

pace, while some of us felt stuck. To be 

competitive at work, job-seeking adults 

discovered that bachelor‟s degrees were 

now the gold standard.  

With the dawn of an „information age‟, 

online degrees were touted as the educa-

tion model of the future. Thousands of 

adults who had stopped out of their edu-

cation programs saw a reason for new 
hope when universities offered an array 

of degree completion programs at night, 

on weekends and by distance learning. 

Fast-forward to 2009, and in Oregon, 

everyone feels the full force of the na-

tional housing slump and world-wide eco-

nomic uncertainty. But even here, with 

record unemployment, state labor statis-

erate the synergy we will need to suc-

ceed together. Opening doors for one 

another, together with leaders in educa-

tion, government and industry, we can 
create innovative strategies for making 

education accessible for everyone. Our 

ultimate reward will be connected com-

munities with bright futures where any-

thing at all is possible.  

 

Debbie Porter, editor of this newsletter, is  

one of four college resource operators on Oregon‟s 

Adult Learner College Line.  
 

If you have a college success story, or 

input about the Oregon Adult Learner 

College Line newsletter, please share it 

with us by e-mailing: 

adultLearnerLine@OUS.edu  

ñA dedicated commitment to lifelong learning can compound our successó  

Finding Your Path: Adult Education in the 2 1st Century  

According to the  
weekly journal  

Community College 

Times, the following 

careers continue  
to have  

national openings  
for trained workers: 

 

Accountants, health 

care workers,  

software sales rep-

resentatives, actuar-

ies, data analysts, 

physical therapists,  

electrical engineers  

 

Read the complete 

article here: 

www.communitycolle

getimes.com/

article.cfm?

ArticleId=2174 

Jobs that are  

hard to fill 

by AP, Published 

 October 9, 2009  

OSAC 

Scholarships: 

No E-mail? 

For a copy of the  

OR Student 

Assistance Comm.  

2010-2011 

scholarship packet 

mailed to you, call 

Educational Credit 

Management Corp 

(ECMC)  

1 888 323 3262 

extension 2460 

 

Leaving a message after hours?

Please leave physical address on 

recorder, no PO boxes. 

More Assistance for College—www.NELA.net 

NELA, the Northwest Education Loan Association, has a Portland center and outreach programs to the communities. 

Services include scholarship an essay advice, financial aid form assistance, free classes, an extensive web site with 

many resources and knowledgeable, friendly staff. NELA is a not-for-profit company.  

E-mail: oregoncenter@nela.net   Local Phone: 503 488 6000   Out of Area Phone: 866 635 2669 
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It‟s not too late 
You can go  

to college! 

It‟s Possible! 

www.oregonopportunities.gov 

Call, chat or e-mail us a question! 

1-877-848-4669 

or PRAXIS. Once admitted, most  
graduate students including 

those in education can pay for 
college through graduate as-
sistantships, fellowships or 
other programs offered by the 

schools themselves, as well as 
federal education loans.  
 

The advantage(!) to taking out 

federal education loans is that 
there are many loan forgive-
ness programs available for 
those in public service, includ-

ing teaching. Often, forgiveness 
or loan reduction programs 
come with requirements for 

service in a low income school 
district for a certain number of 

years.  

Most of Oregon’s public univer-
sities offer education bache-

lor’s degrees, as do many 
 independent colleges and uni-
versities. Many also offer mas-
ter’s degree programs. Flexible 

programs exist for those with a 
four year degree who wish to 
obtain a teaching certificate.  

Funding for education students 
at the bachelor’s degree level 
starts with the FAFSA, the Free 
Application for Federal Student 

Aid. Scholarships are also 
available, such as those under 
the umbrella of OSAC, the  
Oregon Student Assistance 

Commission.  
 

For entry, most teacher train-
ing programs require graduate 
level tests such as the CBEST 
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US Department of Education 

Secretary Arne Duncan  

Issues “A Call to Teach” 

10/9/09 

“I believe that education is the 

civil rights issue of our 

generation. And if you care about 

promoting opportunity and 

reducing inequality, the classroom 

is the place to start.  

Great teaching is about so much 

more than education; it is a daily 

fight for social justice.” 

 

Watch the speech:  

http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=hdqxTo4C6o8 

 

So, if you think a career in 

teaching is your calling, give  
the Oregon Adult Learner College 
line operators a call and let us 
help you get started exploring 

this rewarding career. 
 

Working together, we can all 
increase the “social capital” in 

our communities by contributing 

to someone’s education! 

Links for teaching career education & funding: 

Federal education loan forgiveness  AmeriCorps  

Ford Family Foundation Newsletter  How to become an Oregon Teacher  

Troops to Teachers    OUS Viewbook 2010-2011 

Teach Grant     Oregon Department of Education 

 

Student Support: National Assoc. of Graduate-Professional Students  

Curious about a 

FREE E-MAIL ACCOUNT? 

Try the Beehive 

with several languages, links to local service programs & 

resources for familiesðitôs unique! 

www.thebeehive.org/ 

Other free sites:  

www.hotmail.com 
www.yahoo.com 
www.gmail.com 

Focus on Teaching Careers (con‟t from page one) 
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