
While cautious optimism 

is an excellent trait, and 

new ventures deserve 

careful thought, remem-

ber that small businesses 

which succeed comprise 

the backbone of our 

country’s economy: small 

businesses provide more 

total jobs in America than 

the large corporations.  

Small businesses build 

wealth and capacity for 

growth in rural areas. 

They are the biggest rea-

sons that cities hum with 

activity. Don’t forget—all 

businesses started some-

where small, even those 

huge chain stores and 

corporate giants. 

Starting a business can 

be time-consuming, fi-

nancially risky and stress-

ful. But for a dedicated 

person with clear goals 

who seeks out training 

Focus: Business startups 

During the “dormant sea-

son,” while agriculturalists 

daydream of bumper 

crops, healthy calves and 

prize-winning rose buds, 

some of us have been 

thinking about another 

type of growing season—

time for growing a new 

small business. 

Have you always admired 

business owners who help 

build communities and 

provide jobs for their 

neighbors? If you have the 

drive to obtain new skills, 

you already have a pre-

requisite for starting a 

successful company.  

Of course, many factors 

come into play in this  

scenario. The first road-

block is that oft-quoted 

gloomy statistic: 50% of 

small businesses fail 

within the first five years.  
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Financial Aid web sites  

For students at the beginning 

of the college financial aid 

process, file the Free  

Application for Federal Stu-

dent Aid (FAFSA) online  

starting January 1, 2010.  

Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov 

Estimate your 2009 federal 

income tax information.  

You can go back later and 

amend the FAFSA form.  

To sign the form, apply for 

your Personal Information 

Number (PIN) at: 

www.pin.ed.gov 

 

Questions about  

college financial aid?  

http://studentaid.ed.gov 

and advice, the rewards 

can be great. 

What if you have a gen-

eral concept for a busi-

ness, but you are not 

sure where to start? 

There are tons of re-

sources to help you plan 

and explore options. 

Many agencies and sup-

port organizations exist 

with the sole purpose of 

helping business owners 

to get advice while they 

are in the initial develop-

ment stages.  

A variety of national 

trade organizations have 

online membership fea-

tures and provide plan-

ning checklists, training 

seminars and resources. 

(see page 5)   

 

Apply for the 2010-2011 

Oregon Student Assistance 

Commission scholarships:  

 

www.getcollegefunds.org 

Things People Say: Winter is time for planning 

òSmall businesses...comprise the backbone of our country’s economy...ó  
17 OR Community Colleges  

http://www.odccwd.state.or.us/

communitycolleges.aspx 

 

Leading the way to  

higher education for everyone. 

$$ Click Here $$:  

CNN Newsõ 50 great 

careers for the future 

 

Ask us about resources for  

your education by phone  

Monday through Friday 9 to 9 

1-877-848-4669 

 

http://www.eou.edu/
http://www.oit.edu/
http://oregonstate.edu/
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http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
http://www.oregon.gov
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http://www.oicanet.org
http://www.oicanet.org
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov
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http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.odccwd.state.or.us/communitycolleges.aspx
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bestjobs/2009/full_list/index.html
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Quote: 

òOpportunity is missed 
by most people because 
it is dressed in overalls 
and looks like work.ó 

Thomas A. Edison  

American inventor

(1847 - 1931) 
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Pacific Northwest College of Art 

Schools With A Specialty— Noted but all 

specialty schools are unranked) 

 

Pacific University 

Best National Universities 3rd Tier 

 

Portland State University 

Best National Universities 4th Tier 

 

Reed College 

Best Liberal Arts Colleges Rank 49 

Programs To Look For: Outstanding 

academics-Senior Capstone 
 

Southern Oregon University  

Best Universities-Master’s West 3rd Tier 

 

University of Oregon  

Best National Universities Rank115 

 

University of Portland 

Great Schools, Great Prices,  

        Universities-Master’s Rank 13 West 

Best Universities-Master’s West Rank 10 

Best Engineering (schools w/Bach. or 

Master’s) Rank 34 

 

Warner Pacific College 

Great Schools, Great Prices,  

       Baccalaureate Colleges Rank 10 West 

Highest Prop. Of Classes Under 20 

Students Top 5 West  

Most Student Debt (2008) Top 5 West 

Best Baccalaureate Colleges West Rank 12 

 

Western Oregon University 

Best Universities-Masters West 3rd Tier 

 

Willamette University 

Best Liberal Arts Colleges Rank 62 

 

Notes: Schools are listed here in alphabetical 

order and ranked by USN&WR by weighted 

value of data according to region, in tiers 

below the top 100 schools, or both. Some 

schools declined to participate. Rankings are 

only one  criterion that a student should con-

sider when choosing a college.  

Entire issue @ www.usnews.com/college 

Oregon’s colleges and universities re-

ceived attention recently in US News 

and World Reports’ òAmericaõs Best 

Colleges-How to find the right 

school for you.ó   

The publication ranks public and pri-

vate schools of higher education by 

class size, majors, graduation rates, 

student retention (returning students) 

and donor funding percentages, 

among other data. 

 

Concordia University 

Best Universities-Master’s West 4th tier 

 

Corban College  

Great Schools, Great Prices,  

       Baccalaureate Colleges Rank 5 West 

Highest Graduation Rate Top 5 West 

Most Student Debt (2008) Top 5 West 

Best Baccalaureate Colleges West Rank 4 

 

Eastern Oregon University  

Best Universities-Master’s West 4th Tier 

 

George Fox University 

Best National Universities 3rd Tier 

 

Lewis and Clark College  

Best Liberal Arts Colleges Rank 79 

 

Linfield College 

Best Liberal Arts Colleges Rank 118 

Northwest Christian University  

Best Baccalaureate Colleges West 3rd Tier 

Highest Prop. Of Classes Under 20  

          students Top 5 West  
 

Oregon Institute of Technology  

Best Baccalaureate Colleges West 3rd Tier 

Best Engineering (schools w/Bach. or 

Master’s Rank 42 
 

Oregon State University 

Best National Universities 3rd Tier 

 

31: File the 2010-2011 Free 

Application for Federal Stu-

dent Aid for the academic 

year beginning in fall, 2010 

at 12:01 am, January 1! 

www.getcollegefunds.org 

One application, hundred$ of 

scholarships 

 

1: OSAC Scholarship applica-

tion, submit now through 

March 1, 2010. 

30: College Goal Oregon—

www .collegegoaloregon.org 

In January, many college and 

graduate school admissions 

applications for the fall term 

are due.  

Oregon’s Adult Learner College Line 

          Calendar: Education Planning  

Oregon colleges in the (US) News!  

December  January  2010 February  2010 

  

Starting a small business in 

a challenging economy 

Watch the video:  

 

 

 

 

Find it: 

http://www.bnet.com/2422

-13724_23-243321.html 

March 2010 

US News and World Reportsô 

Best Colleges 2010  

mentioned  

Portland State University  

5 times in the  

ñPrograms To Look Forò  

Outstanding Academic  

Programs rankings: 

Internships 

Senior Capstone 

First Year Experience 

Learning Communities  

Service Learning 

 

16: Deadline for Early Bird 

Award—OSAC Scholarship  

In February, scholarship 

applications for the fall 

term at colleges are due.  

 

1:Deadline 2010, OSAC 

Scholarship Packet   

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/793.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/793.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/793.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/793.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Thomas_A._Edison/
http://www.usnews.com/college
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.collegegoaloregon.org
http://online.wsj.com/video/starting-a-small-business-in-a-recession/AF3FC381-C8BB-4C69-BE6F-03D0740ECAAD.html
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
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LINKS: Low cost assistance for new business owners 

  

 

 Concordia University 

 Corban College 

 George Fox University 

 Lewis and Clark College  

 Linfield College 

 Marylhurst University 

 Mount Angel Seminary 

 Multnomah University 

 National College of Natural Medicine 

 Northwest Christian University  

 

  

 

 Oregon College of Art & Craft  

 Oregon College of Oriental Medicine 

 Pacific Northwest College of Art 

 Pacific University  

 Reed College 

       University of Portland  

                   Warner Pacific College 

       Western Seminary 

       Western States Chiropractic College  

       Willamette University  

 

 

Oregonõs independent colleges and universities offer programs for any area of interest. 

For more details on Oregon Independent Colleges Association (OICA) institutions,  

please visit www.oicanet.org 

(School names below are web links) 

Service Corps of Retired Executives 

www.score.org 

Business owner mentoring 

The Nat’l Federation of Independent 

Businesses (NFIB)  

www.nfib.org 

National magazine with regional sections, 

business help, legislative updates 

The US Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.uschamber.com/default 

Government Contracting: 

Federal government contracting site 

www.bpn.govccrsmallbusinesses.asx 

ORPIN: Oregon contractors listing 

http://oregon.gov/DAS/SSD/SPO/

index.shtml 

Private Enterprise Assistance: 

Grow your business webcast from 

Microsoft: 

http://www.microsoft.com/events/

series/growyourbusiness.aspx?

tab=webcasts&CR_CC=100242097 

Steve Strauss “Mr. AllBiz” 

Columnist at USAtoday.com 

http://www.mrallbiz.com/#wpsbw 

 

Government Links: 

Small Business Administration 

http://www.sba.gov/ 

SBA Starting a new business checklist 

http://www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/

index.html 

SBA Videos: 

http://www.sba.gov/training/index.html 

SBA E-mail newsletters that are state-

specific 

http://web.sba.gov/list/ 

US Dept. of Labor Small Business re-

sources 

http://www.dol.gov/osbp/sbrefa/main.htm 

Oregon Corporation Commission 

(Secretary of State’s office) 

http://www.filinginoregon.com/ 

 

Minority-Owned Businesses: 

Nat’l Minority Business Council 

www.nmbc.org  

US Hispanic Chamber of Com-

merce: 

http://www.ushcc.com/ 

Women-Owned Businesses: 

Women's Business Enterprise Nat’l 

Council  

http://www.wbenc.org/ 

National Association of Women 

Business Owners  

http://www.nawbo.org/ 

Business Publications:  

Business Journal (Portland region) 

http://portland.bizjournals.com/

portland/ 

Oregon Business magazine  

http://www.oregonbusiness.com 

Daily Journal of Commerce (OR)  

http://djcoregon.com/ 

http://www.cu-portland.edu/
http://www.corban.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.lclark.edu/
http://www.linfield.edu/
http://www.marylhurst.edu/
http://www.mtangel.edu/
http://www.multnomah.edu
http://www.ncnm.edu/index.php
http://www.nwcc.edu/
http://www.ocac.edu/
http://www.ocom.edu/index.php
http://www.pnca.edu/
http://www.pacificu.edu/
http://www.reed.edu/
http://www.up.edu/
http://www.warnerpacific.edu/
http://www.westernseminary.edu/
http://www.wschiro.edu/
http://www.willamette.edu
http://www.oicanet.org/
http://www.score.org
http://www.nfib.org
http://www.nfib.org
http://www.uschamber.com/default
http://www.bpn.govccrsmallbusinesses.asx
http://oregon.gov/DAS/SSD/SPO/index.shtml
http://www.microsoft.com/events/series/growyourbusiness.aspx?tab=webcasts&CR_CC=100242097
http://www.microsoft.com/events/series/growyourbusiness.aspx?tab=webcasts&CR_CC=100242097
http://www.mrallbiz.com/#wpsbw
http://www.sba.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/index.html
http://www.sba.gov/training/index.html
http://web.sba.gov/list/
http://web.sba.gov/list/
http://www.dol.gov/osbp/sbrefa/main.htm
http://www.dol.gov/osbp/sbrefa/main.htm
http://www.filinginoregon.com/
http://www.nmbc.org
http://www.metacrawler.com/clickserver/_iceUrlFlag=1?rawURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nmbc.org%2F&0=&1=0&4=131.252.169.58&5=131.252.169.58&9=e272e72db5714189b1798b995c7dca01&10=1&11=info.metac&13=search&14=264870&15=main-title&17=11&18=1&19=0&20=7&21=4&22=f7FP49u8NHE%
http://www.ushcc.com/
http://www.ushcc.com/
http://www.wbenc.org/
http://www.wbenc.org/
http://www.nawbo.org/
http://www.nawbo.org/
http://portland.bizjournals.com/portland/
http://www.oregonbusiness.com/
http://djcoregon.com/


Embarking on a journey such as 

going to college, especially later in 

life, can feel like a daunting task. 

We can prevail if we share our 

strength with each other. 

by Debbie Porter  
 
What if I told you that you have the 

power to predict the future! You 

would probably give me a look, and 

believe me, I would understand!  

But I firmly believe that if we expect 

success, we will find it, although  

it may not be exactly what we  

anticipated 

 

In the past, a person could succeed 

by hard work, favorable circum-

stances and sometimes, sheer will. 

Think of the leaders we learned 

about in school—Oregon’s pioneers 

who shaped the wilderness into 

their vision of success. The “empire 

builders” of the West were business 

leaders and visionaries who refused 

to give up their dreams when faced 

with hardship. 

People once built the future accord-

ing to their dreams, and were brave 

enough to adjust the dream when 

success eluded them. 

Those who we remember as 

“famous” rarely started out in 

prominent families. Rather, they 

tried new things and built upon 

their successes and they learned 
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Finding Your Path: Expect success!  

Call to Action 

According to Issues in Science and 

Technology  

òUS energy-intensive manufacturers have 

struggled for many years to remain 

competitive in domestic and 

international markets against foreign 

producers advantaged by low-cost labor 

and poor labor standards; lax 

environmental regulations; government 

subsidies; and, some would argue, unfair 

trade practices. These include 

manufacturers from major developing 

nations, especially the so-called  

BRIC nations (Brazil, Russia, India,  

and China)ó.  

Climate Change and US Competitiveness 

Issues in Science and Technology  

Fall 2009  www.issues.org 

from their failures, too. 

And some were Oregon pioneers 

in another sense of the word: pio-

neers of spirit—those who imag-

ined an Oregon where everyone 

could benefit from the goodness 

of the people and the wealth of 

resources in our beautiful state. 

A firm believer that high expecta-

tions lead to greatness, I expect 

that Oregon will soon be much 

stronger than it is today, and that 

we will be able to succeed at any-

thing we try, because we believe in 

each other and we try harder.  

 

I envision our schools, businesses 

and neighborhoods as bustling, 

joyous places where success is 

expected and where setbacks  

simply serve to teach us how far 

we can go. I’ll see you there! 

Apply Now!  

Over 400 scholar-

ships with just one 

application!  

 

The Oregon Stu-

dent Assistance  

Commission and hundreds of 

private donors= Millions of  

dollars in scholarships! 

 

Returning adult scholarships 

 

www.getcollegefunds.org 

Click Here 

Debbie Porter, editor of this 

newsletter, is one of four college 

resource operators on Oregon’s 

Adult Learner College Line.  

 

If you have a college success 

story, or input about the Oregon 

Adult Learner College Line news-

letter, please share it with us by 

e-mailing: 

adultLearnerLine@OUS.edu  

According to the Entrepreneur.com web site  

8th annual rankings for  

Top 100 national graduate and  

undergraduate college programs  

for entrepreneurs 

 

Rank #20 University of Oregon Lundquist 

Center for Entrepreneurship, Eugene, OR  

 

Enrolled students: 31  

Faculty who are entrepreneurs: 80%  

Scholarships: $30,000 

Number of entrepreneurship clubs: 1 

Mentorship programs: 5 

Business plan competition: Yes  

Prize: $95,000  

Details: http://www.entrepreneur.com/

topcolleges/index.html 

—————————————————————— 

Oregon Business Magazine Award:  

100 Best Green Companies 2009: 

 

Rank #15, Willamette University  

Atkinson Graduate School,  

www.willamette.edu/mba 

http://www.issues.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
ww.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org/
mailto:adultLearnerLine@OUS.edu?subject=student%20success%20stories
mailto:AdultLearnerLine@OUS.edu
http://www.entrepreneur.com/topcolleges/index.html
http://www.entrepreneur.com/topcolleges/index.html
http://www.willamette.edu/mba


It’s not too late 

You can go  

to college! 

It’s Possible! 

www.oregonopportunities.gov 

Call, chat or e-mail us a question! 
1-877-848-4669 

of Retired Executives) pro-

vide ongoing  free mentor-

ing to owners of new busi-

nesses. 

 

Some small firms are in the 

business of serving other 

business owners-that’s 

their niche! For example, 

innovative companies that 

cater exclusively to women 

who are in business in-

clude Pink Magazine

(pinkmagazine.com), 

womanowned.com and 

mammasource.com. 

 

Federal government agen-

cies such as US Depart-

ment of Labor provide sta-

tistics for use in planning 

and growing your busi-

ness. The Small Business 

Administration (SBA) can 

help with training and with 

funding, including loans. 

(continued from  page 1)

Online tools can help you 

determine state license  

requirements, and show 

you the listings of busi-

nesses that will be your 

competition. You can  

assess the local labor 

force’s education levels 

and labor availability, 

which will help with your 

planning strategies. 

 

Some non-governmental 

organizations with exten-

sive web content are the 

National Federation of In-

dependent Businesses, the 

US Chamber of Commerce, 

the National Association of 

Women Business Owners 

and the National Minority 

Business Council.  

 

Non-profit organizations 

like SCORE (Service Corps 
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One of its free online pro-

grams is designed to help 

military veterans start new 

businesses and compete for 

government contracts.  

State agencies provide infor-

mation about registering 

assume business names, 

incorporation, tax incentives 

and workforce development 

and training. The Oregon 

Employment Department 

provides free monthly news-

letters that list new busi-

nesses in the state, so that a 

company can at once be  

promoted to the community 

and find business leads, 

partners and vendors.  

 

Local, county and city gov-

ernments have information 

on business licenses and 

area economic development.  

 

Oregon Industries are growing 

charts courtesy of Qualityinfo.org: 

 the Oregon Employment Department 

Small Businesses (con’t) 

Civic groups such as Cham-

bers of Commerce, Toast-

masters, business alliances 

and various industry clubs 

are excellent places to make 

contacts and connections.  

 

Publications can be an in-

valuable source of informa-

tion and inspiration. The 

Business Journal, Oregon 

Business magazine and Daily 

Journal of Commerce are 

proven resources for both 

established companies and 

for entrepreneurs. 

Federal, state and local gov-

ernments regularly employ 

registered businesses to pro-

vide goods and services. By 

completing a free online ap-

plication process, any small 

business owner can explore 

the extensive government 

contracting web sites.  

Of course, taking business 

courses at your local commu-

nity college, private college 

or public university will be 

immensely beneficial. In ad-

dition to entrepreneurship 

coursework, business de-

grees and certificates, many 

colleges have Small Business 

Centers with regular semi-

nars, specialty classes and 

new business mentoring de-

signed to help ensure your 

company’s success. 

 

With a solid plan and good 

advice, you can succeed 

Watch yourself, though, for 

signs of daydreaming and for 

the unexpected usage of new 

words like “angel capital,” 

“web presence” and 

“emerging global markets.” 

Quote: 

òPatience is the art  

of concealing your  

impatience.”  

 

Guy Kawasaki  

American venture capitalist 

and entrepreneur 

 

Co-founder: 

Garage Technology Ventures  

 

http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
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College Goal Oregon:  

Potential college students of all ages  

are invited  

to attend this state-wide event  

Apply for Federal Financial Aid  

Saturday, January 30, 2010  

25 locations around Oregon: 9am to 2pm (most sites)  

 

See page 1 of this newsletter for web links to  

Oregonõs 17 community colleges, 7 public universities  

& over 20 private, not-for-profit universities and colleges.  

http://www.collegegoaloregon.org
http://www.fafsa.gov

