February 2010 Newsletter

Volume 2 Issue 7

Oregon's Adult Learner College Line
A partnership between the state of Oregon
and the US Department of Education

Ask us about resources for
your education by phone
Monday through Friday 3 to 3
1-877-848-4669

Things People Say: Our futures are intertwined!

Focus: Homegrown
success

Prior to the recent reces-
sion, Oregon agriculture
set new records every
year for production, sales
and exports. Ongoing
product research, accessi-
ble global markets and
natural resource wealth
added to Oregon’s agri-
cultural success. Even in
these tough economic

farms, Community Sup-
ported Agriculture (CSA)
is becoming more popu-
lar every year.

While all agriculture is
basically community sup-
ported, the CSA farmers
take a very personal ap-
proach to growing; cus-
tomers buy into the an-
nual production for a fee
and receive weekly shares
of the healthy harvest.

health of the natural re-
sources. Forming partner-
ships with state and
county governments and
with organizations like
the Nature Conservancy,
they are constantly re-
storing streams, reintro-
ducing native plants and
protecting wildlife.

These stewardship ef-
forts, despite all the
(Continued on page 5)

I -e showing a renewed interest in home gardens...”

times, there are still some
bright spots, including
our stellar horticulture
industry and outstanding
wheat, wine grape and
hazelnut crops.

Oregon consumers are
showing a renewed inter-
est in home gardens and
are purchasing more lo-
cally-grown food. These
trends promise to make
this year’s growing sea-
son profitable for vegeta-
ble seed producers and
garden centers. In metro
areas adjacent to small

On the research front, all
Oregonians are benefit-
ting from continuing
funding to develop
technologies that con-
serve water, increase
yields and extend grow-
ing seasons. Small land-
holders, home producers
and large farms alike will
benefit from Oregon’s
investment in research.
Our ranchers, foresters
and agriculture producers
continue to devote their
time and resources to the
land to increase both
their production and the
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Oregon’s Adult Learner College Line: web links

Featured links for obtaining
funding for education.

Financial Aid web sites

For students at the beginning
of the college financial aid
process, file the Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) online.

Go to www.fafsa.gov

Estimate your 2009 federal
income tax information.

You can go back later and
amend the FAFSA form.

To sign the form, apply for
your Personal Information
Number (PIN) at:
www.pin.ed.gov.
Questions about college
financial aid?

http://studentaid.ed.gov

Apply for the 2010-2011
Oregon Student Assistance
Commission grants and
scholarships:
www.getcollegefunds.org

Association (OICA)
Private Institutions

of Higher Education

For links to OICA member schools:

www.oicanet.org
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Western Oregon
Jensen Arctic Museum in
Monmouth, OR hosts a

Community Symposium
January 28, 29 and 30
Why the Arctic Matters

Films, Events, Arctic Art,
History, Natural History

http://www.wou.edu/
president/advancement/
jensen/index.php

Jensen Arctic Museum

Call 503-838-8468

or e-mail: arctic@wou.edu
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Calendar: Planning for success!

January 2010

1: OSAC Scholarship
Applicatioh, ¥ubmit now
through March 1, 2010. One
application, hundred$ of
scholarships
www.getcollegefunds.org

In January, complete the
FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) to take
advantage of federal and state
education aid.
www.fafsa.ed.gov

30: College Goal Oregonii
Financial aid information and
assistance for all prospective
college students. Presenta-
tions in many locations
around Oregon.

www .collegegoaloregon.org

See our updated web site at:

February 2010

16: Deadline for inclusion in
drawing for Early Bird
Awardii OSAC Scholarship

In February, many university
scholarship applications for
the fall term are due.

At community colleges,
scholarship applications
for the spring 2010 term
are available.

1: Final Deadline 2010, OSAC
Scholarship Packet

7: Portland College Fair Noond

3 pm University of Portland

WWW.oregonopportunities.gov

According to the
web site
WWW.agcareers.com

in 2009 the site hosted
a total of 31,130
agriculture help-
wanted positions-436
more positions than
were posted in 2008.

Or egonds

independent

coll eges

and

please visit www.oicanet.org

(School names below are web links)

Concordia University

Corban College

George Fox University

Lewis and Clark College

Linfield College

Marylhurst University

Mount Angel Seminary

Multnomah University

OLCA

uni ver sities

of fer

For more details on Oregon Independent Colleges Association (OICA) institutions

dggr ee

Oregon College of Art & Craft

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine

Pacific Northwest College of Art

Pacific University

National College of Natural Medicine

Northwest Christian University

Reed College

University of Portland

Warner Pacific College

Western Seminary

Western States Chiropractic College

Willamette University
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25 X 25 initiative

By the year 2025, Agriculture and Energy
partnerships to change US energy import rati

' YSNR OF Q&
with the government to reduce
I YSNROF Qa RSLISyYy
on foreign energy sources in a unique plan
called 25 X 25.

Focus and Goal:

G.& HAHpX ! YSNROIUA ¥
will provide 25 percent of the total energy
consumed in the United States, while continuin
to produce safe, abundant, and affordable
F22RX FTSSR YR FTA06SNW

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/enerqgy.shtml

It's not too late
You can go
to college!

It's Possible!

www.oreqonopportunities.qov
Call, chat or e-mail us a question!
1-877-848-4669

Consider an
Adult Degree
Completion program for
that job promation!
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Click here for

REAP Grants

USDA Scholarships: Rural Energy For America Program
g =T orR oz A federal Farm Bill
$$ program providing
CNN News?d grants to rural small
50 great jobs for the ,
businesses and farms
future
that invest in
N Click here I renewable energy projects.
Link: Project ideas, reference
http://money.cnn.com/ materials and grants, large
| magazines/moneymag/ .
a ) i and small, are available:
bestjobs/2009/full_list/
index.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/

or/reap.htm

—
—

@

2> g
D

Oregon Agriculture Facts:

*

Oregon farmers are testing 3 olive cultivars for
optimum oil production in the Rogue and Willamette
Valleys and in the Columbia Basin

Sales of value-added food (food that is prepared to
enhance flavor and consumer convenience) contribute
$23 million annually to
Oregonds agriculture (foodd
and non-food crops) help sustain the state economy
Innovative research and capital funding programs
provide hope for the successful future of farming
Commercially harvested seafood and fish contribute
millions of dollars and many jobs, including research
jobs. Sport fisheries bring in tourist dollars and help
fund habitat restoration efforts.

Source: Oregon Agricultural Progress Fall 2009
Subscribe to the monthly magazine or find issues online.
http://oregonprogress.oregonstate.edu
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Finding Your Path: Admitting the Problem

Embarking on a journey such as
going to college, especially later in
life, can feel like a daunting task.
On finding your passion

by Debbie Porter

Ok, I'm guilty. | admit to being one
of those people who takes home
the half-dead plants from the nurs-
ery in August. | always choose the
runt of the litter, because “it needs
me.” | once had seven rescue pets
at one time, of six different species:
canine, feline, avian, equine, a rab-
bit and an amphibian!

| have always loved animals and felt
a bond with them but | hear that
admitting that you have a problem
is the first step to recovery, so |
admit my guilt. And I do try to mind
my own business, but it is difficult.

| tend to wear my emotions on my
sleeve, as they say, and | get teary-
eyed over any TV commercial with a
small child or a puppy. In fact, stray
animals and | always find each
other, which explains a lot, accord-
ing to my long-suffering family.
When | was late for the family picnic
because | was helping catch loose
llamas, they acted like that kind of
thing happened all the time!

I know my neighbors’ pets by
name, sorry to say, better than |
know the neighbors themselves.
Years ago, | extended my outreach
efforts to the neighborhood teenag-
ers. My patient spouse has nick-
named me Everybody’s Mother after
observing me harass them all into
finishing high school and applying
to college.

I've asked about the college plans
(or lack thereof) of my local coffee
barista and | serve as a volunteer
advisor at the local high school,
where | ask my ASPIRE students
about their plans (if you don’t have
one, let’s make one right now).

In my spare time(!), | basically go
around embarrassing my children

by catching loose dogs and reunit-
ing them with their owners. (Don’t
ask them about our late summer
camping trip and the abandoned
pitbull, unless you want to see the
patented Porter eye-roll).

The problem is, | raised children
and pets and gardens, and then |
went to college part time for ten
years, studying agriculture. |
learned about fish and wildlife,
animal biology, rangeland re-
sources, fire science, hydrology
and ecology. Now, all the world’s
plants and animals, their chal-
lenges and solutions are my
personal concern and my passion.

Thankfully, now | work on the

Oregon Adult Learner College Line,

where | get to talk with people
every day who are looking for
solutions. Having recently walked
that path as a returning adult stu-
dent, | usually have some ideas
and advice, or else | know how to
quickly find out who does know.

What a joy, to provide assistance
to callers who are trying to im-
prove their lives and those of their
families. | can think of no more
rewarding work than to help peo-
ple find the resources to make
their futures brighter through
higher education. So far, we have
had over 700 Oregonians call us!

So thanks for calling the Oregon
Adult Learner College Line, let me
know if you see any loose four-
horned sheep and you can call me
“Mom,” if you like.

Debbie Porter, editor of this
newsletter, is one of the college
resource operators
Adult Learner College Line.

If you have a college success story,
or input about the Oregon Adult
Learner College Line newsletter,
please share it with us by e-
mailing:

AdultLearnerLine@QUS.edu

A

Comment on farm policy:

AFarming | ooks mighty eas
your plow is a pencil and you're a
thousand miles from the ¢
Dwight D. Eisenhower
1890 -1969
Born in Texas, raised in Kansas
Five -star US Army general
American 34th president, 1953 -1961
Focus on Research Jobs
in Oregon
According to the Oregon Employment
Department:
oNearly half of all job
do not require Bachelor

higher. But this is an industry with a
workforce that is more highly educated
than average...The symbiotic relation-
ship between universities and research
firms has helped this industry grow and
contributed to the success of many new
and innovative businesses in Oregon
and beyond. 6

Oregon Labor Trends. November 2009 p

Link: http://www.qualityinfo.org/
olmisj/PubReader?itemid=00000051

From the Oregon
Employment Department:

Higher education and
training levels are generally
required of job seekers
when the economy is in a

downturn and it is an ¢
fempl oyer 6s .i‘
lower levels are generally
required when the economy
is expanding and employers
are more desperate
for workers.
www.QualityInfo.org

8

Ask us about resources
for
your education by
phone
Monday through Friday
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Future Success (con't)

I

Oregon Department of Agriculture
director speaking on the future:

trained workers is the
field of natural resource
management. Oregon’s
native plants and ani-
mals have not always

(Continued from page 1)
challenges, will guarantee
the future of Oregon’s
healthy food, clean air and
famous pure water.

private sector and non-
profits alike will need
reliable staff who can
ensure the future of
safe and healthy ecosys-

fared well he fri Scienti q 00n the domestic front,
) ared well at the fringes  tems. Scientists, an sign is the interest in supporting local
Challenges to modern agri-  \yhere the natural world researchers in the areas icult d local USDA'
culture include foreign dis- ts technol Yet f natural SYELIITITS Ehne) (e NS, 3
meets technology. Ye of natural resources, new 6Know Your Farmer, K

eases and invasive species
of plants and animals which
demand scientific expertise

our children will inherit
these burdens as the

farming, forestry and

Food Program' has a great deal of
horticulture will contrib- g g

potential for Oregon agriculture con-

and ever-more-creative
solutions. Preparing for

earth’s ability to recover
from damage is
stretched to the limit.

ute greatly to the health
of both public lands and
private enterprise.

threats to our nation’s food
supply is difficult and ex-
pensive: a workforce with
innovative ideas will always
be needed.

Closely tied to the health of
the land and food supplies,
and an area that will need
ongoing waves of highly-

According to the U.S.
Department of Labor,
there will continue to be
job openings in these
rewarding careers as
many federal and state
government employees
retire over the next dec-
ade. Public agencies, the

Oregon’s colleges and
universities play a huge
role in preparing our
citizens to face these
challenges. Our share
future, public health
and Oregon’s fiscal
health depend on it.

Interesting agricultural terms:

APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service) branch of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
charged with monitoring global

animal and plant disease outbreaks

and inspecting imports.
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

Aquaculture: Farming aquatic species
such as fish in a captive environment.

Certified Organic: food grown in strict
conformance to standards that include
herbicide and insecticide-free cultivation.

Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA): Growing for specific clients, where
consumers buy shares of the annual
production and collect weekly food boxes
of fresh food. Has been expanded in
some cases to include meat and dairy.

Companion planting: Planting plants
with others that complement their growth
habits. Example: placing runner beans
with corn so the stalks provide natural
support for the climbing vines.

Extension Service: State-wide support of
gardening and agriculture through Amer-
ica’s Land Grant universities. Sponsor of
Master Gardener programs, 4-H, county
extension agencies, agricultural field
research stations and outreach efforts.
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/

Genetic engineering: Creating hybrids at
the molecular level: inserting genes from
one species or variety into another to
modify a plant or animal trait.

Gleaning: Farming practice of opening
harvested fields, which still contain edible

food, to food banks and community
members in need.

Heirloom, legacy or heritage seeds:
Non-hybrid plants which were hand-
selected by early farmers for hardiness
and vigor. Plants that always produce
seeds that are capable of germination,
and whose seeds can be saved to
plant in future seasons.

Hybridization: Crossing plant and
animal varieties and species to obtain
desirable traits, such as uniform size,
high yields or unique appearance.

Hydroponics: Water saving plant
cultivation using recycled soluble
nutrient and soil-less technologies.

No-till farming: Drilling seed holes or
using other less disturbing methods of
seed planting as alternatives to plow-
ing. Used to decrease soil erosion.

Novelty animal breeds: Animals that
are selectively bred to be small, un-
usual or with a special coat color or
type. Valuable to hobby farmers and
amateur stock show enthusiasts.
Example: miniature cattle.

Permaculture: raising trees, shrubs
and animals in a self-sustaining, eco-
system-based method of agriculture.

Precision agriculture: Making use of
tools such as Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) satellite technology to
choose crop and seed varieties, tillage
types, fertilizers and irrigation meth-
ods based on a field’s soil and terrain.

Seed Banks: Safe repositories for
important legacy, food crop and
native plant seeds; world-wide loca-

necting with urban Oregonians.
Whether it's centered on farmers'
markets, Community Supported Agri-
culture, the farmer -chef connection,
or just a growing consumer interest
in wanting to keep Oregon agricul-
ture viable, more people are asking
what they as urban Oregonians need
to do so that our farmers and ranch-
ers can continue to be prosperous.
That's a very positive sign for the
agriculture community."

12/30/2009

Oregon Department of Agriculture
director Katy Coba

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/
news/091230katy.shtml

tions for emergency seed reserves.

Selective breeding: Creating new crops
or animals through hand-selection of the
parent plants; creating hybrids.

SPIN farming: Small Plot Intensive Farm-
ing, a planting method used to maxi-
mize harvest yield and season length.

Sustainable agriculture: Plowing, plant-
ing, planting and harvesting methods,
such as companion planting, designed to
require fewer inputs such as fertilizer
and moisture. Example: pairing nitrogen-
depleting crops such as corn with nitro-
gen-fixing legumes.

Tissue culture: Creating a duplicate
individual from the original plant or ani-
mal; cloning. Often used with roses.

US Department of Agriculture (USDA):
Federal government agency which pro-
tects the country’s food supply by re-
searching and monitoring animal and
plant health, including imports.

Vertical Farming: Cultivation with the
use of indoor methods such as hydro-
ponics inside multi-story buildings. .
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