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Oregon's Adult Learner College Line
A partnership between the state of Oregon

and the US Department of Education

Ask us about resources for
your education by phone
Monday through Friday 3 to 3
1-877-848-4669

e -

1-877-84U-4NOW

Things People Say: Careers in Public Service Make a Difference

Focus: the rewards
of Public Service

Communities in
need—we’ve all seen
them and many of us
have received emer-
gency aid. When
natural disasters

disaster relief.

Some of the most
dangerous occupa-
tions, and those that
are in demand na-
tionwide, are the
emergency response
professions.

additional factors can
be considered such
as prior experience
in other fields and
military service.

Police officers, fire-
fighters and Emer-
gency Medical Tech-

I -d state agencies continue to hire civil servants...”

strike or when acci-
dents pose a danger
to the public, who
runs toward the dan-
ger? Public service
emergency person-
nel, that’s who.

Public servants in-
clude workers who
manage emergency
events on site, who
serve as support per-
sonnel and who coor-
dinate and plan for

There are several
ways to prepare for
these careers. Some-
times, first respond-
ers may enter the
field as support per-
sonnel, and then
work their way up
through the system
as they receive more
training.

Education require-
ments vary depend-
ing upon the job and

nicians (EMTs) who
work for larger agen-
cies may face higher
education require-
ments than will appli-
cants in rural areas.

Support personnel in
public service jobs
play key roles. Emer-
gency dispatchers,
community policing
liaisons and fire

(see page 5)

Oregon’s Adult Learner College Line: web links

Featured links on obtaining
funding for education.

Financial Aid web sites

For students at the beginning
of the college financial aid
process, file the Free

Application for Federal Student

Aid (FAFSA) online.
Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov

Estimate your 2009 federal
income tax information.

You can go back later and
amend the FAFSA form.

To sign the form, apply for
your Personal Information
Number (PIN) at:
www.pin.ed.gov.
Questions about

college financial aid?

http://studentaid.ed.gov

Apply for the 2010-2011
Oregon Student Assistance
Commission scholarships:

www.getcollegefunds.org

k State of Oregon

Oregon University System
www.ous.edu

e Eastern Oregon University

e [regon Institute of Technology

e Oregon State University

o [OSU Cascades Campus

o Portland State University

o Southern Oregon University

e lniversity of Oregon

o Western Oregon University

17 OR Community College

://www.odccwd.sta

Oregon Independent Colleges

Association (OICA)
Private Institutions

of Higher Education
For links to OICA member schools:
www.oicanet.org
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http://www.eou.edu/
http://www.oit.edu/
http://oregonstate.edu/
http://www.osucascades.edu/
http://www.pdx.edu/
http://www.sou.edu/
http://www.uoregon.edu/
http://www.wou.edu/
http://www.ous.edu
http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
http://www.oregon.gov
http://www.oregon.gov
http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml
http://www.oicanet.org
http://www.oicanet.org
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov
http://studentaid.ed.gov
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.odccwd.state.or.us/communitycolleges.aspx
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Randy Pausch: The Last
Lecture

Randy Pausch, Carnegie Mellon
University professor of
computer science, father of
three young children, died in
2008 at the age of 48.

Energetic, charismatic and
courageous, he shared his
battle against pancreatic
cancer with the public. In his
taped ‘Last Lecture’ he
challenged his students to
become change agents in the
world.

The best selling book is now a
staple in high school
classrooms, used by teachers
as a focus for the discussions
about childhood dreams and
living “a purpose-driven life”.

Pausch’s love of teaching,
concern for the future and
courage continue to inspire
those who watch.

—_

-ty

Watch the lecture:

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ji5_MgicxSo

Scholarship Corner:

SACS Scholars science
scholarships for ethnic
minority science students

High school graduates in
welding programs

Hispanic student scholarships
for various professions

Calendar: Education Planning

Events in Oregon that can
help you learn about col-

lege. Also note timelines

for scholarships

31: File the 2010-2011
FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) for
the academic year begin-
ning in fall, 2010 at 12:01
am, January 1, 2010!

January 2010

1: OSAC Scholarship appli-
cation, submit now
through March 1, 2010

30: College Goal Oregon—

www.collegegoaloregon.org

In January-many applica-
tions for general college,
special program and
graduate school
admissions applications
are due.

Check with schools for
deadlines to ensure your
application is received
on time.

February 2010

16: Early Bird Deadline for
OSAC Scholarship applica-

tion (see page 1)

In February-many scholar-
ship applications for spe-
cific programs and depart-
ments at university and
colleges are due. Check
with schools for deadlines
to ensure your application
will received on time.

1: Final Deadline, OSAC
Scholarship Packet for Fall

$S$ Homework Link:
CNN News’ 50 great
jobs for the future

Graduate Certificates Make $ense

Graduate certificates, post-
graduate work with a focus
in one specific knowledge

area, have become increas-

ingly popular.

A graduate certificate can
benefit a student by allow-
ing the creation of a “niche
career path” combining two
or more disciplines. For
example, an employee who
can build consensus be-
tween engineers and man-
agers because they under-
stand how different parts of
an industry fit together will
more valuable to the firm.

Graduate certificate credits
may cost less than standard
graduate credits, and can
be financed with similar
financial aid options from
the US Department of Edu-
cation. Another plus for
students is that certificates
can take a shorter time to

complete than a master’s
program, while retaining a
strict focus of study.

For institutions of higher
education, one benefit of
graduate certificates is that
they often pull in a diverse
group of students from
many disciplines.

This type of “magnet pro-
gram” can create a situation
where the product of the
parts exceeds the initial
inputs: students become
open to more possibilities,
informed by the diversity
of experiences in their
cohort group.

Whatever your education
goals, there may be a
graduate certificate pro-
gram to fit your schedule
and budget.

Don’t be afraid to ask.

Quote:

"Oregon’s public universi-
ties awarded 360 graduate
certificates during the 2007-
08 academic year, up 82
percent from 1997-98.

A decade ago, schools of-
fered graduate certificates
in five broad subject areas
— business, education, hu-
manities/fine arts, social
sciences and “other.”

Now certificates fit into 10
subject areas — architec-
ture, computer science,
education, health sciences
and mathematics have been
added to the list."

Courtney Sherwood, staff
writer

Portland Business Journal
Friday, October 16, 2009

Read the article:

An enterprising education:
Certificates stand alone or
bring focus to a master’s

Find the article:

http://
portland.bizjournals.com/
portland/
stories/2009/10/19/
focus1.html



http://portland.bizjournals.com/portland/stories/2009/10/19/focus1.html
http://portland.bizjournals.com/portland/stories/2009/10/19/focus1.html
http://portland.bizjournals.com/portland/stories/2009/10/19/focus1.html
http://portland.bizjournals.com/portland/stories/2009/10/19/focus1.html
http://studentaid.ed.gov
http://studentaid.ed.gov
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.collegegoaloregon.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.getcollegefunds.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_TRANSITIONMAIN&node_id=1234&use_sec=false&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=af06d9d0-53c9-4ca6-b606-9134c6087263
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_TRANSITIONMAIN&node_id=1234&use_sec=false&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=af06d9d0-53c9-4ca6-b606-9134c6087263
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_TRANSITIONMAIN&node_id=1234&use_sec=false&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=af06d9d0-53c9-4ca6-b606-9134c6087263
http://www.aws.org/foundation/district_scholarships.html
http://www.aws.org/foundation/district_scholarships.html
http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applications/
http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applications/
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bestjobs/2009/full_list/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bestjobs/2009/full_list/index.html
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Training for Careers of the Future

ﬁ

Government Makes Adult Basic
Skills Accessible

The US Department of Education and
the nation’s community colleges are
partnering in a historic project aimed
at delivering Adult Basic Skills
courses electronically to every corner
of the nation.

According to the American Associa-
tion of Community Colleges, basic
education, including high school
completion and English language
courses with certificates of comple-
tion will show employers what work-
ers have achieved and will encourage
a culture of education.

Electronic delivery will be more con-
venient and will allow schools to
serve more students. The vision is
that a renewed focus on basic skills
will help low wage workers move
up from poverty.

STEM Career Links
Students who desire ca-
reers in science, engineering,
mathematics and technology

(STEM) careers are often
those who have been ex-
posed to these careers at an
early age. Often, exposure
comes in the form of an ex-
citing science class, a family
member who works in a
STEM industry or even a
good science fiction book.

But for those with no ex-
posure to STEM, these ca-
reers may not be among the
first to be considered. Here
are a few links for exploring
these great careers:

Nat. Institute for Women in
Trades, Technology & Science

The STEM Coalition

Science.gov

please visit www.oicanet.org

(School names below are web links)

A
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Or e g o n-&refit Caoeer schools

The Oregon Department of Education regu-
lates several hundred career schools in the
state.

The career training that can be obtained at
career schools varies from certified nurse
assistant to real estate agent, from computer
technician to massage therapist, from cosme-
tologist to truck driver.

Yet these schools have many things in com-
mon. They are geared for the student who
wishes to complete a term of study quickly, so
they can return to the workforce with up-
graded skills in a specific field. Many schools
are eligible for federal financial aid in some
form, and the training is very specific to the
profession. Students get hands on experience
from the beginning, and can be out working
in their chosen career within a short period of
time.

A list of state of Oregon approved schools
online
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=402

Oregon’s independent colleges and universities offer programs for any area of interest.

For more details on Oregon Independent Colleges Association (OICA) institutions,

Concordia University

Corban College

George Fox University

Lewis and Clark College

Linfield College

Marylhurst University

Mount Angel Seminary

Multnomah University

National College of Natural Medicine

O1LCA

Northwest Christian University

Oregon College of Art & Craft

Oregon College of Oriental Medicine

Pacific Northwest College of Art

Pacific University

Reed College

University of Portland

Warner Pacific College

Western Seminary

Western States Chiropractic College

Willamette University



http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=402
http://www.cu-portland.edu/
http://www.corban.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.lclark.edu/
http://www.linfield.edu/
http://www.marylhurst.edu/
http://www.mtangel.edu/
http://www.multnomah.edu
http://www.ncnm.edu/index.php
http://www.nwcc.edu/
http://www.ocac.edu/
http://www.ocom.edu/index.php
http://www.pnca.edu/
http://www.pacificu.edu/
http://www.reed.edu/
http://www.up.edu/
http://www.warnerpacific.edu/
http://www.westernseminary.edu/
http://www.wschiro.edu/
http://www.willamette.edu
http://www.oicanet.org/
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Advocacy/aginitiative/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Advocacy/aginitiative/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.iwitts.com/
http://www.iwitts.com/
http://www.stemedcoalition.org/
http://www.science.gov/
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Finding Your Path: Create a Vision for the Future

Embarking on a journey such as
going to college, especially later in
life, can feel like a daunting task. If
we keep our options open while
looking for opportunity, we may
find unexpected fulfillment.

by Debbie Porter

“Working Backward” toward
a Great Career

In high school, it seemed there
were a few ways to decide about a
career path. Maybe we knew an
adult who mentored us and showed
us their interesting job. We might
have attended a career fair or vol-
unteered as part of a club activity,
and we found out that people could
work at something they loved and
get paid for it, too.

Of course, some students always
knew what they wanted in life, and
they used all their energy putting
themselves in a position to suc-
ceed. Those students who had a
vision early in life were fortunate.
By contrast, when | was younger
and | met someone who “just knew”
what they would become, | some-
times felt jealous, as if | had been
left out when something valuable
was shared in class.

Since | finished my bachelor’s de-
gree last year at age 54, my per-
spective has changed. While getting
my education, first at an Oregon
community college and then at a
public university, | never felt left
out. On the contrary, | felt myself
evolving—becoming a confident,
active student and an integral part
of the community of learners.

My fellow students and my instruc-
tors had so much talent and such
varied experiences, and they
opened up my mind to endless pos-
sibilities. | felt privileged to be part
of their discussions, to become a
stronger, more positive, more com-
passionate person by learning
about the world and the people
within it.

| understand now that, as the say-
ing goes, “education is a journey,
not a destination.” Just as each path
we take when learning can lead to
another set of questions, a career
search often leads to a new path

that, in the beginning, we could
not have envisioned.

Finding A Niche Career

One way to discover a hew career
path is to take advantage of col-
lege career center testing re-
sources. Career centers have voca-
tional aptitude tests and interest
quizzes that can help anyone find
a place in the workforce—a
niche—that fits closely with our
values and skills. Most college ca-
reer centers offer these services
free or at minimal cost to
enrolled students.

Another way to find your niche
career is to “work backwards” from
a job announcement by exploring
the career qualifications. For ex-
ample, if you are interested in a
specific position with the govern-
ment, looking at the job descrip-
tion and requirements will give
you an idea about the education
and experience that is needed for
the successful candidate.

A college academic advisor can
then help you compare those ca-
reer requirements with a degree
program that “fits.” You want the
program to complement your long-
range goals and your personality.

Next, the financial aid office at the
school an answer questions about
how to afford college. In some
cases, you can get college credit
for prior work experience or ex-
plore a career path with an intern-
ship while earning college credit.

Now that you know the required
preparation, you can look at the
experience portion of the job an-
nouncement. Some employers will
accept combinations of work ex-
perience and education and for
many careers, volunteering may be
substituted for some work experi-
ence. In addition, your experience
working with people is a valuable
asset, one that might even offset
other factors in your work history
that aren’t directly related to the
job opening.

So, stop by your local college
for more information. You might
just find the career you've
always dreamed of!

A

] ——
oLuck is where preparation

meet s

Attributed to Seneca

Raman dramatist philosopher, & politician (5 8L - £5)

Non -profit Orgs. Lift Communities UP
Not-for-profit groups can make

the difference for our neighbors between

hunger and health, between home-
lessness and home ownership.
Your neighbors are tireless

volunteers who help keep struggling

families together, counsel the grieving

and care for the ill.

Creative community art and
education programs bring fulfillment
and joy to our lives.

Please take time this winter

to thank a volunteer for their service.

Hot Links:

Meals on Wheels in Oreqon

Oregon Humane Society

www.oreqgonmentors.orq

wWww.daspire.oreqon.orq

Www.HabitatforHumanity

www.volunteermatch.orqg

www.sistersoftheroadcafe.orq

www.casaoforegon.org

www.Cl ackamas

www.catholiccharitiesoreqon.orq/

www.christiecare.orq/

www.literary-arts.org/

Oregon Council for the Humanities

Wo me n o s

opportunit

Servi

(


http://www.communitycollegetimes.com/article.cfm?ArticleId=2174
http://www.communitycollegetimes.com/article.cfm?ArticleId=2174
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Seneca/
http://www.oregonbusiness.com/articles/11-press-releases/2386-100-best-nonprofits-to-work-for-in-oregon
http://www.mealcall.org/meals-on-wheels/or/index.htm
http://oregonhumane.org/
http://www.oregonmentors.org
http://www.aspire.oregon.org
http://www.habitat.org
http://www.volunteermatch.org
http://www.sistersoftheroadcafe.org/
http://www.casaoforegon.org
http://www.cwsor.org/
http://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/
http://www.christiecare.org/
http://www.literary-arts.org/
http://www.oregonhum.org/
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Focus on Public Service Careers (con't)

(con’t from page 1)

prevention techni-
cians all play a vital
role in the manage-
ment and the safe
resolution of
emergencies.

Managers coordinate
policy, study prob-
abilities and gather
public input to ensure
that when disasters
do occur, first-
response personnel
can avoid injury and
can minimize the
risks to the public.

Emergency manage-
ment personnel often
have master’s degrees
and may have educa-
tion in more than one
field. Useful areas of
study for emergency
management include
public policy, urban
studies, political sci-
ence, sociology, trans-
portation, engineer-
ing, and architecture.

Outside of direct
emergency care, pub-
lic servants can be
found in the law pro-
fessions, teaching,

medical fields and in
the social sciences.

Popular service careers
are: public defender
and paralegal, teacher
and education assis-
tant, physician, nurse
and medical assistant,
psychologist, social
worker and counselor.

Public servants can be
found in local govern-
ment, in state offices
and in federal govern-
ment service. Even
through overall open-
ings have declined in

2009 due to economic

conditions, federal and
state agencies continue
to hire civil servants.

Federal government job
openings continue to
be strong, especially as
military agencies hire
more civilians and as
older workers retire.

The state of Oregon has
ongoing recruiting for
entry level public ser-
vice jobs, as it strives to
maintain a diverse

work force for the 21st
century. Many state
workers in essential
positions will soon

e —

WhatisSTEM ?? Do you have the skills?

reach retirement age.

Federal and state
agencies post many
family-wage career
positions each week.

There are many ways to support
science and math in the schools
Be a volunteer tutor

Describe your trade at a school
Career Day

Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM) careers
have become hot topics in educa-
tion as America strives to improve

its global economic advantage. Whatever your career

goals, consider public
service: careers with
infinite rewards!

¢ Sponsor a school field trip at

Oregon Universities get your business

STEM Grants
Watch: http://
www.sciencedaily.com/

¢ Join a technology or science
interest group

Apply Now! Over
400 scholarships
with just one =4
application! e

¢ Host a Saturday Academy
Science & Engineering
high school internship

Oregon Student
Assistance Commission
www.getcollegefunds.org

¢ Attend a Science Fair

Link to President Obama’s

science speech
April 28, 2009

It's not too late www.oregonopportunities.gov

You can go . .
to college! Call, chat or e-mail us a l:|I.IEStIIJI1! Consider an Adult Degree
It's Possible! 1-877-848-4663 Completion program for

that job promotion!



http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
http://www.oregonopportunities.gov
http://www.dailyvanguard.com/a-stem-of-success-1.2042596
http://www.dailyvanguard.com/a-stem-of-success-1.2042596
http://www.saturdayacademy.org
http://www.issues.org/25.4/obama.html
http://www.issues.org/25.4/obama.html
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